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Activity 2: Sharks: What We Know 
Text adapted from www.kidzone.ws/sharks.htm

	Did You Know?

Sharks are a type of fish. They have existed for 350 million years.  Like other fish, sharks have a backbone. They live in water. They breathe through gills.  A shark’s skeleton is made of cartilage.  Sharks have fins. Fins help them balance and change direction in the water.  
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	Types of Sharks

There are more than 400 different types of shark.  They are all sizes, from 16 centimetres (the spined pygmy shark) to big: 14 metres (the whale shark). Most sharks live in oceans. But some sharks, like the bull shark, can live in lakes and rivers.
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	Shark Teeth 

Not all sharks have big, scary teeth. A shark’s tooth is shaped to go with the kind of food it eats.  The great white and the tiger shark have  jagged teeth to catch and eat meat.  They eat large fish, birds and sea mammals.  The basking shark and the megamouth shark have very small teeth.  They like to eat plankton, squid and jellyfish.   
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	Shark Babies

Some sharks lay eggs in the ocean, but most sharks have babies.  Baby sharks are called pups. When a pup is born, it knows how to swim and can survive without its parents.  
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Fast Facts
· Humans have five senses: smell, taste, touch, sight and hearing.  Sharks have six.  They can also detect electricity. 
· Every living animal emits a small amount of electricity.  Sharks can detect that electric signal.  

· Sharks can smell a drop of blood 400 metres away.   Their sense of smell is 10,000 times better than a human’s.

· Sharks have very good eyes.  Their night vision is better than a cat’s.
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Sharks have ears: two small sensors inside their head.  They have excellent hearing.

What are the Chances?  Fatal Shark Attacks and Other Risks
	Cancer
	1 chance in 7
	Bee Sting
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1 chance in 80,000

	Car Accident
	1 chance in 88
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Dog Bite

	1 in 240,000
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Lightning Strike 
	1 in 39,000
	Malaria
	1 in 1,200,000

	Plane Crash
	1 in 40,000
	Shark Attack
	1 in 3,700,000


  
Sources: http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/attacks/relarisklifetime.html and 
http://dying.about.com/od/causes/tp/leastdying.htm 
Activity 3: Headline News        










When there is a shark attack, we hear about it. Television programs talk about the story for days. The attacks are on the front page of magazines and newspapers.  “Shock stories” sell newspapers!  

Movies make sharks look bad!
The movie Jaws that came out in 1975 was exciting and scary.  But not all the facts were correct.  Sharks look scary in the movies.  They are not really so dangerous.
Sharks attack for two reasons: 


 1 –  They feel threatened.






2 -  They confuse you with lunch!
	threatened:  menacé


There are less than 100 shark attacks each year.  About 8 people die in shark attacks each year. A lot of people swim in the ocean, so this is a low number.  
Humans are more dangerous than sharks. Humans kill about 100 million sharks each year.  Up to 80 species of sharks are now endangered. 
	endangered:  en danger, en voie d'extinction




Activity 4: Sharks in Danger
Part A

	Sharks don't attack humans very often, but humans kill a lot of sharks. Three sharks die every second.  


Part B 
Every year, millions of sharks are killed by their biggest predator: man.  
	Paragraph 1:  People kill sharks for their fins.  Many countries use shark fins to make shark fin soup.  Fishermen catch the sharks, cut off their fins and throw the sharks back into the water.  But, the sharks are still alive. The sharks can't swim, so they die.








	Paragraph 2:  People like to hunt on land.  They like to hunt sharks, too.  Hunters like to collect trophies, and shark jaws make great souvenirs. Many sharks die because people like to hunt. 



	Paragraph 3:  People make many products from sharks.  Some products are fish burgers, shark skin shoes and medicinal products. Shark meat has good protein, low in fat, and has no bones. Shark oil has a lot of vitamin A. It  is used in products such as soap, cosmetics, hemorrhoid creams and vitamins.  


	species:  espèce


	Paragraph 4:  Sharks are important for the oceans.  A smaller shark population could be bad because sharks help control the populations of some species. They kill sick or weak animals.  Without sharks, our oceans could be in danger. 
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Question:  Which chance is bigger?  Getting hit by lightning or getting  attacked by a shark?





Answer:  Lightning!
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Shark fins removed from sharks to make soup.





Illustration: J. Boisvert








Sharks are fascinating creatures.  


We are not as dangerous as we look in the movies!








jagged:  uneven and sharp








Source: Wikipedia








backbone: vertebral column














Shark jaw
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