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Gifts 

by JoEllen Bogart/Barbara Reid
Story book

2nd cycle- Grade 4
Teacher’s Guide
	Link with the program

C1:  Interacts orally

C2:  Reinvests understanding of texts

C3: Writes texts


	POL: 

· Theme-related vocabulary and colours

· Functional Language
· Strategies:  predicting, inferencing, practicing, skimming, scanning 
· Culture : map, song, flag


Material needed 

· Gifts - Story book 

· Student Booklet
· Teacher’s Guide

· Flashcards
Preparation
Activity 1: Predicting and inferencing
1. Ask the students to predict the story by looking at the cover.
Here are suggestions of questions: 

What do you see? Is it an old man? An old woman? A child? A grandmother and a granddaughter? What is the old lady carrying on her shoulder? 
Look at the title. Did you know that a synonym of gift is “present”? etc.
2. Ask students about their personal experience regarding gifts.

Do you like gifts? What gifts have you received? What was your favourite gift? Who gives you gifts? Do you know someone who went on a trip? Where did they go? Did they ever bring you a souvenir? Did you ever go on a trip? Where to? Etc.
3. Ask students to make a list of some of the gifts they have received in the past. Ask them to highlight their favourite and draw it on page 2 of their Student Booklet.
Activity 2: Discovering the book. Scanning
C1

Handout Student Booklet and one book per student. 
Students individually scan through the book and answer the questions on page 2.  Students then pair up and compare answers. 
Activity 3:  Matching
 C2

Present flashcards to students (Appendix 1-Flashcards). Have them repeat the words while looking at the flashcards. Have students repeat them in different ways: whispering, singing, with serious voice, as a robot, etc.  Students then match the words with the pictures on page 3 of student booklet.
Note to the teacher: Since some of the expressions are difficult to understand (for example: “the whirr of a hummingbird’s wing”, we decided to focus on hummingbird instead of whirr.)
Realization
Activity 4:   Identifying the countries* on a map
C2
First reading:

Teacher reads the book and students follow along with their copies. 
Second reading:
*Country is used in general as at this age we didn’t want to differentiate country and continent. (Arctic, Africa and Hawaii) You may decide otherwise.
Teacher reads the book again and students complete page 4 of Student Booklet. Students put the countries that grandma visited in order they appear in the book. Students use the map provided. 
Answer key:
Africa: 1 Australia :2 Mexico: 3 Hawaii: 4 Arctic: 5 India: 6 Switzerland: 7

China: 8 England: 9

Activity 5: Identifying the gifts from each country
C2

Students scan through their book again.

Students complete page 5 of Student Booklet. Students must check off the gifts that Grandma brings from each country. 
Note to the teacher: Some questions include more than one gift.
Answer key:

	1. From Africa she brings:

· baobab seeds

· a swing

· cheese

2. From Australia she brings:

· an iceberg on a string

· a mountain

· goo

· a boomerang

3. From Mexico she brings:

· a white hair from a polar bear

· a sunrise

· a hummingbird

4. From Hawaii she brings:

· a flying fish

· a rainbow

· a swing

5. From the Artic she brings:

· a white hair from a polar bear

· goo

· an iceberg on a string


	6. From India she brings:

· rice

· a sitar

· cheese

7. From Switzerland she brings:

· cheese 

· a mountain 

· a bell

8. From China she brings:

· something small

· a sky

· a bell

9. From England she brings:

· the smell of rain

· a swing

· a sky




Activity 6: Identifying rhymes 
C1

Ask students to look at the sentences in the book. Read a few lines while insisting on the rhymes. Ask students if they notice something. 
Students complete page 6 of Student Booklet. They will have to match the rhyming words from the story. This could be done in teams of 2.
Example of functional language: “Seed rhymes with need. Do you agree? Yes, I agree.” 
Ask students to think of other rhymes and they add it in column C.
Integration

Activity 7: Listing gifts from Canada
Ask students to close their Student Booklets. 

Tell students that Grandma visited Canada. Ask the students to brainstorm (without looking in their Student Booklet) on possible gifts to bring from Canada (souvenirs).  Write their answers on the board. 
Invite students to go to page 7 of their student booklet and read list with them.  
Compare the list on the board and the list on page 7. 
Ask students to circle the gifts in common with the ones on the board.  
Ask the students to highlight the gifts they would like to receive from Grandma.

Activity 8: Writing and illustrating a new page from Canada
C2

Students write and illustrate a new page of the book. To do this:
a) Students fill in the text using the word bank.

b) Students illustrate the text they just completed.

Answer Key :

“My grandma had such a wonderful time.

My grandma went to Canada, said “What would you have me bring?” 

She brought me so many gifts.

She brought me red fruits: strawberries. 

She brought me blue fruits: blueberries. 

She brought me something I can sing: O Canada song.

She brought me something cold igloo and snow. 

She brought me sports equipment: hockey sweater.

Activity 9: Singing the O Canada Song
Invite students to sing the O Canada Song. You can easily find the music to accompany the lyrics on Internet.

Example: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwDvF0NtgdU
Activity 10: Drawing the Canadian flag
Invite students to draw the Canadian flag with a step-by-step video.
Example: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntGbTLUcXWA  OR
http://www.dragoart.com/tuts/2222/1/1/how-to-draw-the-canadian-flag.htm
Activity 11: Evaluating the Book
Invite students to complete the evaluation. Ask students to share their answers as a whole group once they are done.
HAVE FUN!!!

Optional activities:

1. Students create 3 flags of 3 countries Grandma visited from the book.
2. Students pretend they are Grandma and they write a postcard from a new country she visited. Students choose:

· a country

· one thing they would visit 
· 2 gifts they would bring back.

Note to the teacher:  Provide a model for students.
3. Students make a Hawaiian necklace
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string 

· straws 

· coloured construction paper 

· scissors 

· hole puncher 

This is very simple to make and kids love to make and wear them. 
1. Cut a piece of string to the appropriate size of a necklace for the child. 
2. Cut the paper into different color flower shapes approx. 1 inch in diameter. 
3. Cut as many as you'll need to fill the necklace from end to end. 
4. Punch a hole in the center of each flower and crumple a bit. 
5. Cut the straws into approx. 1/2 inch pieces. 
6. Take your string and tie a knot in one end and string a paper flower then a piece of straw, a flower and so on. In the end, you'll have beautiful LEI (pronounced as lay). [image: image1.png]
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