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Sharks! Friends or Foe?
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Activity 1A: Sharks! Good, Bad or Scary?        
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Do the media give sharks a bad reputation?

How can you inform people that the shark population is at risk? 

A) Watch the video. Which subjects are mentioned?  

· Sharks existed at the same time as dinosaurs.

· Sharks attacked dinosaurs. 

· Most sharks are harmless.

· Sharks have very big teeth.

· Some baby sharks eat each other when they are inside their mothers. 

· People and sharks have a good relationship. 
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B) Write a title for the video clip: 

___________________________________________________
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Activity 1B: When you hear “shark”, what do you think of?        
In the chart below:
· Write what you know about sharks in column K.

· Write what you want to know about sharks in column W. 
	K

(What I know)
	W

(What I want to know)
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Activity 1C: How shark savvy are you?        

A. Work with a partner and test your knowledge of sharks.  Use the functional language for help. 
B. Read the following statements.

C. Decide if each statement is true or false.
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True
False
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A shark is a fish.





(

(
2. There are more than 400 species of sharks.

(

(
3. The largest shark is the great white shark.

(

(
4. Sharks cannot see very well.



(

(
5. Sharks do not have a good sense of smell.

(

(
6. Sharks eat a lot.





(

(
7. Sharks live in both salt water and fresh water.

(

(
8. Some sharks can live up to one year without eating. 
(

(
9. People kill millions of sharks every year.


(

(
10. [image: image11.wmf]Sharks kill thousands of people every year.

(
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Correct your answers and see how you rank on the shark scale.

Score:

9-10
You’re a whale of a shark expert.

6-8 Your fins are finely tuned into the shark world.

4-5
Your shark sense is a bit off today.

0-3 Bite off more than you can chew?  Time to sink your teeth into some shark facts.
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Activity 2: What We Know
Before Reading
A.  What are three things you know about sharks?

1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

While Reading

B. Complete the Shark Word Web on the next page.
After Reading
C. Write three interesting new things you learned about sharks.
1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

D. Read the statements.  Decide if they are correct.  If they are incorrect, write the correction. 
1. Sharks have five senses. ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________

2. Sharks can smell blood 4 km away. _______________________________

_________________________________________________________

3. Sharks have tiny hairs under their skin. ___________________________
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4. Sharks have very poor eyesight. _________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Sharks: Word Web

Write key words for each category from pages 2, 3 and 4 of the Reading Booklet. 


Activity 3: Headline News       

Look at the headlines and illustrations on pages 5 and 6 of your Reading Booklet.  

Before Reading
1. What do you think this text is about?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How do most people feel about sharks?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
While Reading

3. Write down words that are new for you.  Use a dictionary to find their meaning.

	My New Words
	Meaning

	
	


After Reading

4. Were your predictions in question 1 correct or not?  Explain. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How do the media portray sharks?  Is it fair?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What do you want people to know about sharks?  Write three things. 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
7. What can you do to help sharks with their public image?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
8. Go back to page 3.  Can you answer the questions you wrote in the W column? _________________________________________________________


Activity 4 – Sharks In Danger!       

Before Reading

1. Read Part A on page 7 of your Reading Booklet.

Calculate the number of sharks that have died since January 1st.



Result: ______________________________________

2. What are some of the dangers to sharks?
______________________________________________________________
While Reading

3. Read Part B:  Paragraphs 1 to 4.

Write a title for each paragraph.

Paragraph 1: ______________________________________________________
Paragraph 2: ______________________________________________________
Paragraph 3: ______________________________________________________
Paragraph 4: ______________________________________________________

After Reading

4. Use the space below or a sheet of paper to illustrate a danger to sharks.


Activity 5 – Sharks!  Friends or Foe?       
	Do the media give sharks a bad reputation?

How can you inform people that the shark population is at risk?


Create a pamphlet to inform people about the shark.  Your teacher will show you a model. 
You must include:
a. A title to catch people's attention.

b. At least three interesting or surprising facts about sharks.

c. At least three reasons why sharks are not usually dangerous to people.

d. At least three reasons why sharks should be more afraid of humans than we should be of them.
e. other information you find interesting.

Checklist

	
	(

	a title to catch attention
	

	three facts
	

	three reasons sharks are not usually dangerous
	

	three reasons why sharks should be afraid of humans
	

	other information from the texts
	

	pictures or illustrations
	


I included:

Use this space to organize your ideas. 
a. Title: _____________________________________________

	b. Surprising or interesting facts about sharks
	1. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

	c. Reasons why sharks are not usually dangerous to humans
	1. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

	d. Why sharks should be more afraid of humans than we should be of them
	1. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________

	e. Other information
	




















________________________________
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Functional Language


What does…mean? 	Do we agree?


I think the answer is…	I agree/I disagree Good job!








species:  different types of the same animal
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